One useful source of evidence for judging possible generic distinction is the occurrence of both naturally occurring and artificially obtained hybrids, and their relative fertility. Thus, before advocating any taxonomic changes among the New World quail genera, a review of recorded intergeneric hybrids would seem to be in order. Continued comparative studies on all these species and their hybrids are planned, and ultimately specific taxonomic recommendations are contemplated. At present, however, it is clearly apparent that serious consideration should be given to merging the genera Lophortyx and Callipepla with Colinus, and that the question of the validity of Oreortyx and Philortyx should be kept open for further assessment.
CALLIPEPLA x COLINUS

Natural sympatry between the Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) and the Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) exists across a fairly broad zone extending from northern
SUMMARY
A review of hybridization records among the New World quail indicates that the five North American species of Colinus, Callipepla, and Lophortyx have been hybridized in at least eight of the ten possible combinations. On the basis of inadequately distinctive morphological criteria, the several known cases of naturally occurring intergeneric hybridization, and the intergeneric fertility of at least one such hybrid combination, it is suggested that Lophortyx and Callipepla be merged with Colinus.
